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Tulane Drill Meet 
 

For over thirty years, late January and early               
February has marked the preparation and           
anticipation for the Tulane Drill Meet in the               
WGNB. The Midshipman practice for many hours             
in order to perfect their drill movements, making               
them as sharp and crisp as possible. The teams that                   
competed for the WGNB were our Color Guard,               
Exhibition Drill, Platoon Individual Drill with a             
Rifle (IDR), and Squad IDR. Midshipman 2/C             
PerezRomo led the Color Guard team, Midshipman             
3/C Boggs led the Exhibition Drill Team, and               
Midshipman 1/C Mielnik led both IDR teams. Over               
twenty teams competed in this event which is               
considered to be one of the largest ROTC drill                 
meets in the nation. This year presented a particular                 
challenge to the Exhibition Drill team. The team               
was composed primarily of Fourth Class           
Midshipman. Despite this obstacle, the freshmen           
accepted the challenge and practiced adamantly in             
order to meet and exceed competitive standards.             
The Exhibition team can look forward to success in                 
the coming years with such a relatively young               
roster. Developmentally, the drill meet was a great               
experience for all involved. Midshipman 4/C Mah             
commented on how “it was exciting to meet               
Midshipman from other units…,” especially those           
who, “showed the same dedication towards military             
customs as we do.” Truly, the Tulane Drill meet                 
continues to bring Midshipman together from across             
the nation while fostering military excellence.  

 

 

The WGNB Drill team competes at the Tulane Drill 
Meet in New Orleans, Louisiana 

 

 
 

1/C Midshipmen with Commanding General of 
Marine Training and Education Command, Maj. Gen. 

Lukeman, USMC 

 
Notre Dame Leadership 

Conference 
 

Between 26FEB16 and 28FEB16, Notre Dame was             
filled with Midshipmen from 38 different ROTC             
units in the United States. 5 of those Midshipmen                 
were 1/C Midshipmen from the WGNB. The             
weekend was packed with speakers and group             
seminars with the sole objective of exemplifying             
leadership in Naval Service. 
Some of the speakers included Fleet Forces             
Commander, Admiral Philip S. Davidson, USN,           
Commanding General of Marine Corps Training           
and Education Command, Major General JamesW.             
Lukeman, USMC, Assistant Secretary for Public           
Affairs and State Department Spokesperson, Rear           
Admiral John Kirby, USN (Ret.), and Rear             
Admiral Peter Gumataotao, USN.  
Centuries of experience on the officer and enlisted               
side, as well as the civilian sector, took the stage, in                     
order to educate the future of the United States                 
Navy and Marine Corps in NROTC Midshipmen. 
Admiral Gumataotao, one of the distinguished           
speakers and the crowd favorite, presented Surface             
Warfare Officer pins to all Midshipmen, including             
MIDN 1/C Acuna, as well as gave them all an                   
honorary “SWO Hug” for choosing to become             
Surface Warfare Officers. 
After the conference, MIDN 1/C Mielnik reflected             
on his second experience at Notre Dame, saying               
that “most of the time we are so focused on                   
ourselves, but at Notre Dame, no matter what topic                 
was discussed, it always led back to one principle                    
servant leadership.” 

 

1/C Midshipmen pose with Rear Admiral Peter 
Gumataotao, USN (right). 

 

Royal Marines Performance
 

 
On February 9th at the Krannert Center for the                 
Performing Arts, the Midshipmen of the WGNB             
were given the opportunity to witness an exemplary               
performance done by The British Royal Marines             
and the Pipes, Drums, and Highland Dancers of the                 
Scots Guards.The performance was a remarkable           
display of international military customs and drill             
techniques which included: traditional sword         
dancing, singing, marching, and bagpipes. The           
performers paid great respect to the United States               
Armed Forces as they performed the American             
National Anthem on bagpipes, involved the           
NROTC Midshipman with the Color Guard detail,             
and requested the Commanding Officer’s         
permission to be dismissed at the conclusion of the                 
performance. Midshipman 3/C Gregson       
commented on the ceremonious nature of the             
occasion, saying that “it was interesting to see a                 
different country’s military customs and drill           
techniques.”  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MIDN 1/C Mielnik with Sergeant Major Lehew of 
Marine Corps Training and Education Command 

 




