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ENS Joseph Morrison, USN
ENS Joseph Morrison, a resident of Clarendon Hills,
Illinois, graduated from the University of Illinois in
May of 2017 with a degree in Technical Systems
Management. Just a few short days after graduation,
he received his commission as an Officer in the
United States Navy. As a member of the battalion,
ENS Morrison held a number of billets including
Company Commander and Administrative Officer.
ENS Morrison is currently at NAS Pensacola in
A-pool with an estimated class-up wait time of two
months before starting Initial Flight Screening
(IFS).  Upon successful completion of both IFS and
API (Aviation Preflight Indoctrination), he will
enroll at NAS Corpus Christi, Texas or NAS Whiting
Field, Florida for "Primary." His interim career
aspirations include entering the Strike, Maritime, or
E-2/C-2 aircraft platform pipeline upon successful
completion of Primary with follow-on "Advanced"
training in Corpus Christi (TX), Kingsville (TX), or
Meridian (MS), eventually receiving the coveted
Wings of Gold.  Some more distant aspirations
include, obtaining a Master's Degree, achieving early
and permanent financial security, and striving to
open and keep open, as many of life's "doors" as
possible.

2ndLt Isaac McIlvene, USMC
2ndLt Isaac McIlvene is from Stuttgart, Germany.
In May of 2017, he earned his Bachelor’s degree in
Kinesiology at the University of Illinois.  He
graduated from OCS and commissioned on 08 July
2017, earning the title of a United States Marine and
2ndLt.  2ndLt McIlvene is currently preparing for
The Basic School (TBS) in Quantico Marine Corps
Base where he will earn his MOS.  Following TBS, he
hopes to pursue aviation with the goal of earning his
Wings of Gold as a KC-130 Hercules pilot.

Spring
Commissioning 2017

ENS Jeffrey Bradley posing with his family after giving
his Oath of Office (above).

2ndLt Charles Gallagher commissioned into United
States Marine Corps on 15 May 2017, shortly after
recieving his Bachelor’s degree in Engineering
Mechanics.  In the summer of 2016, 2ndLt
Gallagher completed Officer Candidate School
(OCS) and proved himself as a Marine.  2ndLt
Gallagher demonstrated his leadership prowess
during his First Class year while serving as Charlie
Company Commander in the fall semester and
Battalion Commander in the spring.  Currently, he
is preparing to report to The Basic School (TBS) in
Quantico Marine Corps Base, where he will compete
to become an Infantry Officer.  Aside from infantry,
he would be open to become an Artillery officer,
Tank Officer, or an Intelligence Officer.

ENS Jeffrey Bradley, USN

ENS Sami Usmani, USN

ENS Jeffery Bradley, a resident of Vandalia, Illinois,
received his commission as a Naval Officer on 15
May 2017 just days after graduating from the
University of Illinois with a degree in Technical
Systems Management. During his four years in the
WGNB, MIDN Bradley held several officer
positions including Company Executive Officer and
Operations Officer for New Student Orientation
(NSO). During the fall of his senior year, MIDN
Bradley excelled under the position of Battalion
Commander, the highest billet for Midshipmen in
the unit. ENS Bradley is currently attending
Nuclear Power School in Goose Creek, South
Carolina to become a Submarine Officer in the
United States Navy.

ENS Sami Usmani, originally from Gurnee, IL,
commissioned into the United States Navy in May
of 2017 shortly following his graduation from the
University of Illinois, where he earned a Bachelor’s
Degree in Integrative Biology.  During his First
Class year at the WGNB, ENS Usmani wanted to
become a Student Naval Aviator at NAS Pensacola;
however, he was drafted to become a Nuclear
Officer on a submarine.  He accepted this calling to
become a Nuclear Officer without abhorrence and
spent the rest of his First Class year preparing
himself for Nuclear Power School.  Just three
months before his commissioning, ENS smani was
informed that he was no longer required to serve in
the submarine fleet and he happily prepared to
become a Student Naval Aviator.  The adversity that
he overcame demonstrates his outstanding
character that will serve him well in the Fleet.  ENS
Usmani is currently in A-Pool at NAS Pensacola.
His current goal is to become a Strike pilot and fly
Super Hornets after earning his Wings of Gold.

ENS Joseph Morrison, USN  and ENS Sami Usmani,
USN  giving their Oath of Office from our former
Commanding Officer Caption Moore, USN  (below).

ENS Gabriel Ptasienski, USN
ENS Gabriel Ptasienski, originally from Lake Villa,
IL, graduated from the University of Illinois in May
of 2017 with a Bachelor’s degree in Technical
Systems Management.  Throughout his four years at
the University of Illinois, Midshipman Ptasienski
excelled in the WGNB as a Marine Option; however,
he could not commission into the Marine Corps due
to medical complications.  In the summer following
graduation, he completed his First Class USN
Cruise, introducing him to his new role as a Surface
Warfare Officer (SWO).  On 25 August 2017, Gabriel
Ptasienski commissioned and joined the ranks of the
finest Surface fleet in the world.  In the coming
months, ENS Ptasienski will report to Naval Base
San Diego for Surface Warfare Officer (SWO)
School, then he will be a Division Officer on the USS
Manchester LCS-14.  Following his time in the Navy,
ENS Ptasienski plans to pursue green energy
construction.

2ndLt Charles  Gallagher,
USMC

ENS Pablo Perez-Romo, USN
ENS Pablo Perez-Romo graduated from the
University of Illinois in May of 2017 with a degree
in Physics and commissioned on 07 AUG 2017 with
a Bachelor’s degree in Physics. As a Midshipman,
he held various billets, including Battalion
Executive Officer and New Student Orientation
Executive Officer.  Currently, he is working for the
WGNB as he prepares for Nuclear Power School in
Goose Creek, SC.  As a Nuclear Officer, he hopes to
spend his first sea tour on a fast attack submarine.
ENS Perez-Romo hopes to spend a career in the US
Navy; however, he plans to continue his education
in Physics.

The parents of 2ndLt Charles Gallagher, USMC
putting on his shoulderboards at Spring
Commissioning  (above).
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Summer Cruises
USMC Officer Candidate School (OCS)
Every summer, prospective Marines from all around the country descend on
Quantico, Virginia to take part in a six week training evolution designed to
push them to their limits and mold them into future Officers in the Marine
Corps.  This past summer, six Midshipmen from the WGNB, MIDN Sam
Beasley, MIDN Austin Gregson, MIDN Forrest Boggs, former MIDN Isaac
McIlvene, MIDN Benjamin Nagelhout, and MIDN Chris Leigh, attended and
graduated OCS.  For six weeks, these Midshipmen grinded through hours of
physical training, drill, and instruction from active duty personnel in order to
reach the high standards the Marine Corps maintains for its officers.  A typical
day at OCS lasted from 0400-2100, with additional fire-watch responsibilities
from 2100-0400. During these long hours, the candidates would begin the day
with physical training.  After physical training and hygiene, the candidates
would then have classroom instruction until lunch time.  Once the morning
classroom session was completed, the afternoon mostly brought extended
drilling periods and discipline time from the drill instructors.  Through the
duration of OCS, each candidate held different billets depending on the week.
When taking on the billet of Platoon Sergeant, the candidate was to ensure
that his squad leaders were always focused and working toward the task at
hand.  As a Squad Leader, the candidate was mainly responsible for the
accountability of all his men.  One of the most anticipated event at OCS is
Small Unit Leadership Evaluation Day (SULE).  SULE day began with a ten
mile hike from 0300-0600. Over the course of the day the candidates traveled
over 30 miles while humping 45 lbs of gear.  SULE day give them the
opportunity to test their abilities as a leader, to stay positive and effective even
through the most challenging adversity.  In light of the challenging six week
course, our Midshipmen believe that OCS has prepared them to lead Marines
in the fleet. They were able to push their minds and bodies to earn the United
States Marine patch.  These gentlemen proved themselves to their peers and
superiors that they are the best the Marine Corps has to offer.

MIDN Benjamin Nagelhout (left) and MIDN Christopher Leigh (right) pose with the
Illnois state flag following their graduation of Officer Candidate School (above).
MIDN Beasley, MIDN Gregson, and MIDN Boggs following their graduation of
Officer Candidates.

 USN First Class Cruise
Prior to senior year in college, Midshipmen across the country participate in
their First Class Cruise.  These cruises allow Midshipmen to experience the
fleet from an Officer’s perspective for their community of interest.
Midshipman Alex Villafuerte went on his Submarine Cruise off the coast of
France. Throughout the cruise, Midshipman Villafuerte stood watch, drove the
boat, and explored the different roles of Officers on a submarine.  Midshipman
Alex Perello went on his Surface Warfare Cruise on the DDG 70 USS Hopper,
or the "Amazing Grace". He was underway for about three weeks from San
Diego to Hawaii.  He participated in training evolutions; such as, an ambush
by four "enemy" vessels, helicopter operations, and a simulated submarine
assault. Midshipman Perello comments, "I am incredibly grateful for all I was
able to learn during my summer cruise, and I can't wait to bring all this
valuable information to Surface Warfare Officer Lab [SWOLAB] and the rest of
the unit."  Midshipman Pepin went on his Aviation Cruise at the Naval Air
Station Oceana in Virginia with VFA 32 “Fighting Swordsman”, backseating in
F/A-18 Super Hornets. He was able to engage in  simulations, and learn about
tactics and mission planning over the period of three and a half weeks.  Also,
he participated in the squadron's dining out.  All of our Midshipmen can attest
to the superb nature of the training opportunities the USN provides.

CORTRAMID West 2017
Being the most expository cruise that NROTC offers, Career Orientation
Training for Midshipmen (CORTRAMID), is widely regarded among
Midshipmen to be one of the most exciting summer cruises available. This past
summer, thirteen Third Class and Second Class Midshipmen of the WGNB
attended CORTRAMID West in San Diego, California.  The structure of
CORTRAMID offers a week of training in each warfare community: Surface
Warfare, Submarine, Aviation, and the Marine Corps; with the goal of helping
Midshipmen understand where they see their career going as future Naval
Officers.  During these four short weeks, Midshipmen are given their first real
exposure to the active duty fleet and gain valuable insight into the everyday
operations of the Navy.  While attending CORTRAMID, the Midshipmen of the
WGNB were given many once in a lifetime opportunities. During Marine
Week, Midshipmen were allowed to trial several of the many weapon systems
utilized by the Marine Corps, including the M4 rifle and M9 handgun, the
M240, M249, and M2 machine guns, as well as the MK 19 belt-fed grenade
launcher.  Other highlights of CORTRAMID West included being underway for
24 hours on an active duty Ballistic Missile Submarine (SSBN), a flight on
board an MH-60S Seahawk and T-34 trainer aircraft, and the Infantry
Immersion Trainer (IIT) combat simulator.  In speaking with the Midshipmen
who took part in this summer cruise, CORTRAMID proved to be a fantastic
exposure to the all of the warfare communities in the Navy and aided many
Midshipmen in determining which community is right for their Naval careers.

MIDN Sean Pepin in the backseat of a F/A-18 Super Hornet during his First Class
Cruise in Naval Air Station Oceana in Virginia Beach, VA (above).
MIDN Betsy Rodriguez, Gus Kasten, Will Borrows, and Kevin Kalb pose with a T-34
Texan during their time at CORTRAMID West (below).

