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Navy and Marine Corps Birthday Ball

Abbot Power Plant Visit

This month, the WGNB celebrated the birthdays
of the United States Navy and Marine Corps. On
November 9th, midshipmen, staff members,
distinguished guests and dates gathered
together at the Alumni Center. After a social
hour, the celebration began with a sword arch for
the traditional birthday cake cutting ceremony
which involves the oldest and the youngest
service members present. Following the opening
ceremony, dinner and cake was served as the
birthday messages for both the Navy and Marine
Corps were played to highlight the important
cause of celebration. The guest speaker this
year was Rear Admiral Mike Bernacchi, the
Commander of the Naval Service Training
Command, who drew great significance to the
night, connecting the past and future of our
Navy. The celebration continued the following
night at the Marine Corps League Ball, where
Midshipmen had more opportunities to connect
with service members and learn about the
importance of remembering the past.

This fall, several Second Class Midshipmen visited
the Abbot Power Plant. Built to power the
University of Illinois and located on the west side of
campus, the power plant generates electricity and
steam, and distributes it across campus buildings.
As a part of the University of Illinois system, the
power plant is also used for research and contains
several different power generating systems, most
notably natural gas, coal, and oil. The midshipmen
visited it as a part of their Intro to Naval
Engineering class, and saw several different
systems similar to those on ships in the fleet.

MIDN 4/C Hudson, MIDN 4/C Gerst, and MIDN 4/C Gould
pose at the Navy and Marine Corps Birthday Ball.

Veterans’ Day Luncheon
On November 12th, midshipmen, veterans, active
duty staff and civilians gathered at the Illini Union
to celebrate Veterans Day. This was the second
year in a row the event was held at the union,
which has proven to be very successful in bringing
the community together. During this celebration,
attendees had the opportunity to connect with
others to learn about their experiences and the
importance of celebrating this day. The guest
speaker for this year’s celebration was Gunnery
Sergeant Milinkovic, USMC retired. GySgt.
Milinkovic joined the Marine Corps on Sept. 11,
2001, and was given the opportunity to opt out of
his contract once the global climate changed
following the attacks on the World Trade Center.
He chose to stay. By the time he retired, he had
received two Navy commendation medals and
received the Purple Heart following wounds
suffered as a result of mortar fire near the Iraq and
Syrian border. GySgt. Milinkovic’s speech was felt
by all, but spoke specifically to the veterans in
attendance: “For those of you who have served, we
will never forget. We are forever in your debt.”

Midshipmen pose with Mike Ryan, a former Marine and
currently in Global Sales and Marketing.

End of Bell Team Season
The WGNB has had a long-standing tradition of
attending football games and ringing the bell when
the University of Illinois scores a touchdown. This
season, the WGNB was privileged to serve on Bell
Team as a reminder of our presence on campus
and a celebration of our victories. Though we did
not have to ring the bell much at some games, it’s
a memorable experience to be on the field and
experience U of I football first-hand.

MIDN 4/C Minetti takes a picture with his date at the
Ball.

Windsor of Savoy Visit
Every year for Veterans’ Day, the WGNB holds a
luncheon to honor those who have served. This
year, we were invited to a ceremony at the
Windsor Retirement Community in Savoy, where
many veterans currently reside. The ceremony
included service songs, recognition of each
veteran resident, a guest speaker, and
recognition of the four midshipmen and MECEP
in attendance. After the ceremony, we were able
to talk to some of the residents, some of who
served in WWII, the Vietnam War, and the
Korean War. The midshipmen and MECEP were
privileged to meet 1st Lt. Iris Lundin, who was
one of the first four women to earn wings to
teach aerial navigation in the Marine Corps. The
WGNB was proud to be a part of their ceremony
and carry on the legacy our veterans left behind.

MIDN 1/C Gayford, MIDN 3/C Cheng, and MIDN 4/C
Lalumandier watch UIUC’s battle against Iowa (above)
GySgt. Milinkovic delivers his speech at the Union (left,
above)
Midshipmen and Sgt. Henze pose with 1st Lt. Lundin (left)
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