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USS Little Rock Scholarship
The USS Little Rock Association, a not-for-profit
organization comprised of Navy and Marine Corps
veterans of service from the USS Little Rock CL
92, the USS Little Rock CLG 4, and the Little Rock
LCS 9, have awarded two members from the
WGNB a $2000 scholarship. MIDN 2/C Christina
Koonce and Gunnery Sergeant Jonathan Briick
were awarded the scholarship based on their high
academic achievement and motivation to serve in
the Navy and Marine Corps. Receiving this
scholarship lends to the hard work these two have
put in, both academically and within the Battalion.
The WGNB prides itself on commissioning officers
that are proficient both mentally and physically
and awards such as this serve to prove that our
midshipmen and MECEPS are among the best in
the fleet. Congratulations to these two for their
dedication and excellence!

MIDN Koonce and GySgt Briick receiving the USS
Little Rock award at drill.

Intramural Volleyball
This year, the WGNB intramural volleyball team
rose up against the odds and performed at the
highest caliber in the intramural volleyball playoffs.
The WGNB competes in a variety of intramural
sports with other organizations on the UIUC
campus. This includes dodgeball, sand volleyball,
flag football, and basketball. With the help of head
coach MIDN 1/C Alexa Emano and assistant
coach Ensign Matthew Mah, the WGNB, a No. 24
seed, played up against the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th
seeded teams. The team ended up in second
place overall after a valiant final game against the
Sandy Cheeks. Intramural sports within the
battalion are a good way for midshipmen to
escape academics for an hour and have fun.

Members of the WGNB volleyball team pose after
placing 2nd overall in the final championship game.

Wisconsin Drill Meet

MCMAP PT

MIDN Detulleo and MIDN Kane battle
during a ground fighting exercise.
Click here for the Wisconsin NROTC
Fall Invitational video

During the weekend of October 26, members of
the WGNB traveled to Madison, Wisconsin for the
2019 Wisconsin Drill Meet. Drill meets are
excellent opportunities for midshipmen to
showcase their abilities in a variety of professional
competitions between rival NROTC units.
Additionally, these drill meets serve as
opportunities for midshipmen from different units
to interact as once they commission, they will be
serving with each other out in the fleet. This year,
SSgt Brown worked hard to coordinate the
WGNB’s involvement in the meet. At the meet, the
WGNB had teams competing in a variety of
events including squad drill, endurance team, and
rifle/pistol team. Despite taking only a few teams
and a limited number of personnel, the WGNB
managed to place 4th overall! Considering the
lack of team depth and size, had the WGNB sent
a full roster it is likely that we could have placed
2nd or even 1st at the meet!. For individual team
awards, leading the squad drill team as unit
leader, MIDN Minetti and the squad drill team took
home a first place trophy! The pistol team,
captained by MIDN Newman, won first place as
well! The Endurance Team, composed of MIDN
1/C Austill, 2/C Boast, 2/C Villanova, and 4/C Lee,
tackled a vigorous physical workout and took
home the third place trophy. This was MIDN Lee’s
first endurance team race and she performed
above and beyond expectations to help the team
secure their 3rd place finish. All the teams and
more will compete again in the spring semester at
The Ohio State University’s Drill Meet. After these
successful showings, the WGNB is determined to
continue to improve and ready for more wins in
the future!

The Rifle/Pistol Team conduct part of the
Rifle portion of the competition

On October 2nd, the WGNB participated in a
MCMAP session. MCMAP, the Marine Corps
Martial Arts Program, is a combat system
developed by the United States Marine Corps to
combine existing and new hand-to-hand close
quarters
combat
techniques
with
morale,
team-building functions, and instruction in the
Warrior Ethos. There is a divide between the Navy
and Marine Corps due to the difference in training
and operational areas. In an attempt to close this
divide, all members of the WGNB participated to
bring the Navy midshipmen into some of the
training and combat-oriented environment that the
Marine Corps midshipmen practice in weekly.
Midshipmen conducted ground fighting and combat
fitness evolutions during this MCMAP session.
Events like this help create stronger bonds between
the Navy and Marine midshipmen and builds an
understanding of the differences between the
branches so that they can work together better.

GySgt Briick observes MIDN Cheng and MIDN
Stringer during a ground fight match

Do YOU want to be part of the WGNB?
You can apply for the 4-year national scholarship
online and list your top school as UIUC. If you are
accepted, you will get your tuition paid for, a stipend
during the year, and you will begin training over the
summer to become a future naval officer. Even if you
don’t get accepted, don’t worry! You can still pick up
scholarship during the year. Also, if you are a resident
of Illinois and not on scholarship, the University of
Illinois offers in-state tuition waivers for ROTC
students! We look forward to seeing you at the
World's Greatest Naval ROTC Battalion!
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https://www.facebook.com/IllinoisNROTC
Follow us on Instagram at:  @wgnb_uiuc
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