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NSI and NSO
This year’s 4/C midshipmen were put through
an intense series of training. Earlier in the
summer, scholarship midshipmen endured a
three week training period in Great Lakes,
Illinois at New Student Indoctrination (NSI).
This training is similar to boot camp that
enlisted sailors go through but in a condensed
fashion. After completing NSI, midshipmen
came to the WGNB and began New Student
Orientation (NSO). During this time, the
midshipmen were able to integrate and further
train before becoming 4/C midshipmen in the
WGNB. Training included drill, PT, bearing,
leadership, and more. The WGNB welcomes
this year’s incoming 4/C and has high
expectations for them. For more information
regarding our NSO program, please visit our
website and view our 2019 NSO Video.

Midshipman Candidates step off during NSI
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CORTRAMID

MIDN 3/C Carpenter on USS Truxton, DDG 108
during CORTRAMID East

CORTRAMID: Career Orientation Training for
Midshipmen. This training occurs between the
4/C and 3/C year for both Navy and Marine
midshipmen. CORTRAMID is held in two
locations: West in San Diego, California and
East in Norfolk, Virginia. CORTRAMID offers
a week of training in each warfare community:
Surface, Submarine, Aviation, and Marine
Corps. The purpose of this training is to
provide experience to midshipman to choose
what path they want to take in their naval
careers. MIDN 3/C Thompson mentioned that
“CORTRAMID was a great way to apply my
knowledge of the Navy to real scenarios.
Talking to active duty personnel gave me a lot
of useful information for the next 3 years”.
CORTRAMID continues to be crucial training
for midshipmen in determining what warfare
community is right for their naval careers.

1/C and 2/C Summer Cruise

Marine Corps OCS

MIDN 2/C Hilliard poses with the ship he completed
his 2/C cruise on, LPD 25 the USS Somerset

The WGNB’s 2019 OCS Graduates
From left to right, David Mesa, Schyular Hixson, Alexa
Emano, and Betsy Rodriguez. Semper Fi!

Midshipmen go on multiple cruises over
summer while in ROTC, but there is only one
that is required before Navy midshipmen can
commission.This is the 1/C cruise. During 1/C
cruise, midshipmen are deployed alongside
officers in the Navy on an active platform.
These include submarines, surface ships,
aircraft, and even special warfare training
such as an EOD or SEALs preparatory camp.
While in ROTC, many midshipman don’t get
very much exposure to the actual fleet. They
train to be good followers and leaders, take
classes on topics ranging from ethics and
morals to ship driving and naval engineering,
and learn how to properly conduct
themselves. However, midshipmen lack the
firsthand experience of actually being on a
ship and don’t learn how everyday life and
operations are handled. The goal of the 1/C
cruise is to close this gap in training and allow
for midshipman to experience the Naval fleet
firsthand to view how officers interact, behave,
etc. so they can effectively fill the roll they will
soon commission into. The 2/C cruise is very
similar to the 1/C cruise, except instead of
primarily interacting with officers, midshipmen
learn from enlisted sailors. This gives
midshipmen the opportunity to learn more
about those that they will lead. This includes
their various tasks, lifestyles, conduct, and
viewpoint. It is crucial that midshipmen learn
how to follow before they can learn how to
lead. This mindset is reflected in how
midshipmen first learn from the enlisted side
of how to follow and to walk a mile in their
mens shoes before they get to learn how to
lead them. At the WGNB, we take pride in
commissioning professional and quality
officers into the US Navy and Marine Corps.
To do so means to train hard while in school
and then to make the most out of the
quintessential 1/C and 2/C cruises.

MIDN 2/C Lim poses with his running mate and
part of his division during his 2/C cruise

To commission into the Marine Corps as an
officer, every marine must go through the
Marine Corps Officer Candidate School (OCS).
This grueling six week program is designed to
train, test, and select the best candidates for
becoming the Marine Corps’ next leaders.
Candidates are tested in skills crucial to Marine
officers, such as land navigation, physical
prowess, Marine Corps knowledge, mental
fortitude and leadership. The NROTC program
prepares Marine options for the rigors of OCS
throughout their time. At the WGNB, the
Marine Option midshipmen pride themselves in
pushing their limits, going above and beyond
the standard, and setting a precedent of
success. The WGNB congratulates our newest
OCS graduates: Alexa Emano, Schuyler
Hixson, David Mesa, and Betsy Rodriguez.
These four Midshipman have spent the last
three years training tirelessly to earn the title of
Marine. They bring back with them experience
that they will use to improve the preparation
and training of future OCS candidates. Semper
Fidelis to our future Marine Officers!

MIDN Mesa (right) trudges through a river during OCS

Do YOU want to be part of the WGNB?
You can apply for the 4-year national scholarship
online and list your top school as UIUC. If you are
accepted, you will get your tuition paid for, a stipend
during the year, and you will begin training over
summer to become a future naval officer. Even if you
don’t get accepted, don’t worry! You can still pick up
scholarship during the year. Also, if you are a resident
of Illinois and not on scholarship, the University of
Illinois offers in-state tuition waivers for ROTC
students! We look forward to seeing you at the World's
Greatest Naval ROTC Battalion!
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