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Battalion Member
Of The Month
The Battalion Member of the Month for March
was MIDN 2/C Mesa. MIDN Mesa was tasked
with planning the WGNB involvement in the
NROTC Drill Meet held in Boulder, Colorado. The
Drill Meet went smoothly and without logistic
issues because of MIDN Mesa’s commitment to
the Battalion. Additionally, MIDN Mesa serves as
the MIDN in charge of the WGNB Color Guard.
MIDN Mesa and his team perform at various
events in the area. Their exceptional
performances and good conduct reflect well upon
the WGNB. MIDN Mesa also assists MIDN that
are not on scholarship with their scholarship
applications. MIDN Mesa represents the best the
WGNB has to offer. Oorah to MIDN Mesa!

Battalion Member of the Month MIDN Mesa

Women’s Leadership Conference
From March 29-31, 4 MIDN and 1 LT from the
WGNB attended the NROTC Second-Annual
Women in Naval Service Symposium at the
University of Michigan. The inspirational women
who attended included LT Colonel Misty Posey,
commanding officer of the 4th Recruit Training
Battalion at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris
Island; Sarah Rhoads, retired Navy F/A-18 pilot
and current director of Amazon Air; Navy
Commander Leslie Slootmaker of Mobile Diving
and Salvage Unit One; and last but not least Navy
LT Kimberly Bellis. These distinguished women
shared their experiences in the military along with
advice on how to be a successful leader. Some of
the key takeaways from the conference were to
know who you are, be humble, lead with
decisiveness despite gender norms, and learn to
laugh at yourself. The WGNB looks forward to
sending more female MIDN next year to take part
in more leadership development opportunities.

From left to right, MIDN 1/C Duncan, 2/CEmano
4/C Sawant, and 3/C Gatone pose at the event

Green-Blue Hike

Colorado Drill Meet

MIDN rest after completing the 5 mile hike

On March 13, both the Navy and Marine Corps
MIDN in the WGNB went on a 5 mile hike with
various amounts of gear and rifles. The purpose of
the hike was to introduce Navy option MIDN to
some of the training and activities that the Marine
option MIDN do. Because the Navy includes the
Marine Corps, there is only NROTC; there is no
MCROTC. Despite this, there is a divide between
the Navy and Marine Corps, both within NROTC
units as well as in the fleet, due to the differences
in training and operational areas. The goal of
activities such as this hike is to lessen this divide.
The hike stepped off at 0615 and ended at 0740.
There was a short break part-way through and
members carried weight packs ranging from 15 to
over 60 pounds. Overall, the hike went smoothly
and without logistical issues thanks to dedicated
planning by MIDN 1/C Cizewski and 3/C Villanova.

NR9 Visit

MIDN join Commander Patel for lunch to learn more
about the Nuclear Navy and his experiences

On March 27, Commander Patel came to visit the
WGNB. Commander Patel is in charge of the
Navy’s Nuclear Accessions program which is
concerned with the recruitment of members to the
Nuclear Navy. Commander Patel has served on
both Fast Attack and Ballistic Nuclear Submarines.
Commander Patel was the Commanding Officer of
SSBN Rhode Island before taking command of the
Nuclear Accessions program. During his visit,
Commander Patel briefed the WGNB on his
experiences and gave reasons to join the Nuclear
Navy. Afterwards, Commander Patel gave a
briefing on the submarine community to the
WGNB. Later, Commander Patel had lunch with
MIDN interested in joining the Nuclear Navy.
Lastly, before leaving for other units, Commander
Patel gave mock technical interviews to MIDN that
were preparing for their NR interview, a required
interview for joining the Nuclear Navy.

Members of the WGNB Rifle Team pose
with their rifles before competing

From March 1-4, a large portion of the WGNB
traveled to Boulder, Colorado for the Boulder
2019 NROTC Drill Meet. While there, the WGNB
had teams competing in a variety of events
including platoon drill, squad drill, endurance team
, color guard, rifle/pistol team, and military
knowledge team. Unfortunately, the WGNB did
not bring home any first place trophies this year,
but those that attended said they enjoyed their
time in Boulder and being a part of a high level
competition. Inbetween events and before/after
the drill meet, the MIDN were able to explore
Boulder, go hiking, and interact with MIDN from
other units from around the country. These
interactions will pay off in the future as all MIDN
join the fleet. The WGNB looks forward to return
next year and this time take home some trophies.

The WGNB Platoon Drill Team ‘warms’ up

Do YOU want to be part of the WGNB?
You can apply for the 4-year national scholarship
online and list your top school as UIUC. If you are
accepted, you will get your tuition paid for, a stipend
during the year, and you will begin training over
summer to become a future naval officer. Even if you
don’t get accepted, don’t worry! You can still pick up
scholarship during the year. Also, if you are a
resident of Illinois and not on scholarship, the
University of Illinois offers in-state tuition waivers for
ROTC students! We look forward to seeing you at
the World's Greatest Naval ROTC Battalion!
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