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2020 Class Service Selection

9/11 Memorial Stair Climb

Every Fall Semester, 1/C Midshipmen submit a list
for what community they want to commission into.
This list is what is commonly referred to as a wish
list. Officers go into each community based on the
needs of the Navy, so Midshipmen don’t always
get what they want. Midshipmen find out if they
got the community that was on the top of their
wish list later in the semester. For the WGNB, that
day is a celebration that is appropriately named
Service Selection. This year, the WGNB had 6
Midshipman prepare to climb 1980 stairs, the same
Surface Warfare selecties, 7 Marine Corps TBS (4
number as in the World Trade Center, in memory of
MIDN, 3 MECEP), 1 Pilot, 1 Surface Warfare the firefighters that died climbing those stairs on 9/11
Nuclear, and 1 Naval Reactors Engineer. The
On September 11, 2001, a terrorist attack was
WGNB congratulates all selecties and wishes
launched against the United States. This attack
them fair winds and following seas in their careers
aimed to hijack passenger planes and crash them
to come!
into various major sites such as the Pentagon and
World Trade Center. In total, nearly 3000 US
citizens perished including 400 policemen and
firefighters. This primarily occurred from rescue
operations after two planes crashed into the World
Trade Center Twin Towers that eventually
collapsed. The 9/11 terrorist attack remains the
largest loss of american life by a terrorist attack to
this day and has changed the course of our nation
and lives of its citizens. In years past, to remember
and honor those who gave their lives in the hopes
that others may live, the WGNB along with the
The Commissioning Class of 2020 celebrate their
Army and Airforce ROTC units on the University of
various community service assignments together
Illinois campus would coordinate a 5k Tri-Service
run around campus that was escorted by the local
FOLAB Airshow Trip
police and firefighters. This was great exposure for
the units and a reminder to all who saw, however,
On September 7th, part of the WGNB went to St. it was not very in-tune with what transpired that
Louis to attend the annual Spirit of St. Louis Air day and what those who sacrificed their lives went
Show. The group that attended was primarily through. This year, in order to better capture the
made up of members of FOLAB: Flight Option sacrifices made and determination of the
Laboratory. During drill periods throughout the servicemen who perished, the WGNB chose to
semester, Midshipmen split off into various groups host a stair climb in Memorial Stadium. Along with
based on their community interest. FOLAB the Army and Airforce ROTC units as well as local
consists of MIDN that have an interest in joining police and fire personnel, the WGNB climbed 1980
the aviation community. This year, the air show stairs, the same number as in the World Trade
offered a great number of high tier pilots and Center. The event was not open to the public this
aircraft demonstrations including performances by year and not many people saw the event transpire
the Navy Blue Angels and the Royal Air Force in the early hours of September 11, 2019.
Red Arrows. This is the first year FOLAB has However, with the help of local media groups, the
attended the air show and the trip was great event was covered and posted via local media. We
exposure for the WGNB and the experience hope to grow this event in years to come and
ended with overwhelming positive responses. The make this a new tradition. Hopefully, this event will
WGNB looks forward to sending Midshipmen be open to the public next year and more of the
again next year and making this an annual event! local community can get involved. Hooyah!

MIDN Pose with members of the Royal Air Force
Red Arrows at the Spirit of St. Louis Air Show

Check out the 9/11 Memorial Video made by our
PAO department here or on our website!

WGNB Football Tailgates

Midshipman partake in every Illini home football game
by ringing the bell every time the Illini score!

The WGNB wants to see YOU at our tailgates!
Three hours prior to home football games, the
WGNB holds a tailgate in Grange Grove west of
Memorial Stadium. We have different themes for
each tailgate depending on game time and
weather. Examples include breakfast burritos, taco
nights, and the standard hotdogs and burgers.
There are scheduled home games on October 12th
and 19th vs Michigan and Wisconsin respectively
as well as on November 2nd and 30th vs Rutgers
and Northwestern respectively. Weather permitting,
the WGNB will have a tailgate during all of these
games and invites friends, family, alumni, and
perspective midshipman to join us! Go Illini!

Find our tent during home game days on the northern
end of Grange Grove, West of Memorial Stadium

Do YOU want to be part of the WGNB?
You can apply for the 4-year national scholarship
online and list your top school as UIUC. If you are
accepted, you will get your tuition paid for, a stipend
during the year, and you will begin training over the
summer to become a future naval officer. Even if you
don’t get accepted, don’t worry! You can still pick up
scholarship during the year. Also, if you are a resident
of Illinois and not on scholarship, the University of
Illinois offers in-state tuition waivers for ROTC
students! We look forward to seeing you at the
World's Greatest Naval ROTC Battalion!

us on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/IllinoisNROTC
Follow us on Instagram at:  @wgnb_uiuc
Donate at: http://rotc.navy.illinois.edu/donate.html

